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Seawee/e

About Seaweek

Seaweek is an annual event orgamsed bg the New Zealand Association for
Environmental Education (/\/Z/\EE). Events are held Throughouf the counfrg
dwmg the week to create communiw awareness of our seas and oceans, the

roles Theg p/ag and how we can take care of them.

When is Seaweek Held?
Seaweek s Msua//g held at the end of /‘—ebmarﬂ or the beginnmg of March

each year.

What is the Aim for Seaweek?

Euerg year a  new theme is created to focus on /earmng about the ocean and
how impormnf it is. The events held prouide opporfuml‘ies fo increase awareness
and discussion about the environmental issues for our oceans and how Theﬂ impacf
us all. Bg /earnmg about the ocean, its habitats and inhabitants. Inarﬁcipanfs are

encoumged to find ways Theg can take action to prol‘ect our seas and oceans.

What Are Some of the Events for Seaweek?

Each ref/ion around the counfrg hosts a range of events. Some activities

may mc/ude:

® Beach clean ups o Walks around wetlands

® P/am‘mg events ® \/iewings of documentaries and movies
[ ]

/:ami/g fun beach dags

Orgamsed snorkel oufmgs

TOMV‘S ana’ EXP/OV‘GTiOHS Of /OCG/
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Our Ocean

The ocean covers around 701 of the earth’s surface. It is sp/iT into five areas

with different names, but Theg all connect and flow into each other to make
one /arge ocean. Smaller areas of the ocean that are close to and in between

countries are ca//ed seas.

New Zealand is surrounded bg the Tasman Sea and the South Pacific Ocean.

T/Jere IS jusT over four mi//ion square /e/'/omeTres of ocean and sea as parT of
New Zealand's marine environment, ma/einq it the fourth /argesf marine environment

in the world.

New Zealand's ocean environment contains a /arge uam’efy of different seascapes,
inc/uding rock poo/s, shorelines and beaches. Our seascapes and marine environment
are home fo many different animals and p/am‘s. There are over /5,000 named

species within- New Zea/and's oceans.

The ocean is vital for life on Earth. Peolo/e depend on it for many different

reasons, such as recreation, as a food source and for its role in the water cgc/e.

Urlformnafe/y, human acTiuiTy is mcreasing the amount of Ioo//uﬂon and rubbish in
the oceans, Threafenmg the lives and homes of sea life and affecﬁng this Imlnormnf
resource for peop/e. But there are many ways we can proTeCT and preserve the

ocean and beaches.
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The Ocean and Water

The ocean is an impormnf parT of the water
cgc/e. Water s cominuous/g moumg between
the /and, rivers, lakes and oceans on Larth

and the aTmolehere above us.

Accumulation

Accumu/m‘ion is the collection of water held n

rivers, /a/ees, streams and the ocean. [he ocean
is the /argesf water accumulation. Accumulated
water also includes that which has soaked into the ground to be taken up bg the

roots of p/am‘s.

Euaporafion
Euapomﬁon is  when //quid is turned to a qas. The sun shines down on the
accumulated water, heaﬁng it up and causmq it to euaporafe into the air, Turmng

into water vapour.

Condensation

Condensation is when water changes from a qas fo a /Iquid. Once the water
vapour has risen into the air, it begins to cool down. It condenses and changes
back into /iquid in the form of water drop/efs. The water droln/efs join Togeﬁwer

to create clouds.

Precipifafion

As water drop/el‘s continue to form, T/weg become too heaug to be held in the air.
This causes the water to drop back down to the earth in the form of rain, hail,
sleet or snow. When the water returns to the earth’s surface it prou/des a food
source for lz)/am‘s and animals and s again accumulated. The extra water that is

not absorbed mosf/y ends up accumu/afmg in rivers, Streams, /a/ees and The ocean,

conTmumg the water cyc/e.
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Layers of the Ocean

The delm‘h of the ocean is sp/iT into five /agers.
Each /ager has its own habitats and inhabitants

that it sulnporfs‘

The Sun/ighf Zone
The Sun/ig}n‘ Lone is the Toln /ager, up to 200m

below the surface. Because it gefs the most sun/ig/ﬁ
of the /aﬂers, it is the warmest and therefore has
the most life. Liuing Things found in the Sun/ighl‘ Lone include coral reefs, seaweed, a/gae,

PIGHTS and ID/GH/?TOI’I, kl"/// and SI’HG// ﬁSl’), dO/th/VIS, shar/es, b/ue Wha/es, SG/I’HOH and sea TMI"T/ES.

The Twilight Zone

The Twilight Zone is up to [O00m below the ocean surface. Because it gets very little
sunlight, there are no plants living in this habitat. Animals living in this layer have different
adaptations to those living in the layer above. For example, many have large eyes to assist
them secing in the darker environment. Creatures found in the Twilight Zone include sea

cucumber, SWOI"dﬁSh, some 7%065 Of OCTOPMS, sperm Wha/es Gl’ld WO/{ 66/5.

The Midnighf Zone
The /\/\idm’ghl‘ Lone is up to L.O00m below the ocean surface. This /ager makes up 901 of

the total ocean volume. Sun/ig/vt does not reach this /ager so it s comp/efe/g dark. Animals
/ivmg in this zone create their own /igh?‘ fo he/p them hunt prey. Other creatures from
the above layers may dive down fo hunt here. Animals found in the Midight Zone include
anglerfish, jellyfish, squid, large whales and other types of octopus.

The Abyss

The Abgss /ager IS up to 6000m below the ocean surface. 751 of the total ocean bed is
in the Abgss /ager, which is made up of thick mud. [t is pn‘ch black and the Temperamre is

near freezing so there are very few animals /iving here. The on/g inhabitants are invertebrates

SMCh as sczuid and sea stars.
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The T" ench

The TI’"EI’ICh Is /@I’IOWI’I as The ocean {/OOI" (Zﬂd Is MP fo

[ 1.000m below the ocean’s surface. It is made up
of narrow ua//egs and underwater canyons. Because
of the high pressure and freezing Tempemfwes, this
zone can on/g be exp/ored with specia/isf scientific

equipmenf. The Mariana Trench is the deepesf known

parT of the ocean at almost | [ ,000m deep.
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Humans and the Ocean

Humans Depena' on the Ocean

The ocean is a part of euerydag life for a lot of peop/e in New Zealand. /\/ear/g
Three—quarfers of the popu/aﬁon live close to the sea. It is valued for cultural.
social and economic reasons. Peop/e enjog uisn‘m? the beach with their families for
swimmmg, picmcs and games on the sand. Water sloorfs such as surl[mg, jeT s/ei/nf/,
/eaga/emf/, boaTing and snor/ee//ing are also very popu/ar in New Zealand. Fishing
is another Inopu/ar recreational acfiun‘g but is also an /mporfanf pam‘ of the New

/ealand economy. The ocean is used to Tmnsporf peop/e and goods to and from
New Zealand.

Humans Im'nacf on the Ocean

U/nformnafe/g, as popu/afions grow and countries continue to a’eue/op, rubbish and
other po//umnfs in our ocean have also increased. Because rainwater flows from
the streets into stormwater drains, rubbish left on the f/round will move with the
water Through to local streams and rivers. From there, the rubbish ends up n

the ocean, Threafenmg the lives and homes of sea creatures.

There are concerns that fish numbers
are decreasing Through ouerﬁshmg. This
means that more fish are bemg removed
from the ocean than are being born to
rep/ace them. When /arge numbers of
fish slnecies are dep/efea’, this affects the

marine eco/o% and most impormnf/g the

food web within the marine environment.

visit twinkl.co.nz
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How We Can Protect the Ocean

There are many ways we can take
We can take

action to su/olnoﬁ c/eamng it up and

care O{ our ocean.

we can he/p profecf it from further
damage. Here are some Thmgs we can

do to proTeCT the ocean:

Make Sure We Keep Beaches
Clean and Tidy

When  we spend the dag su/imming,
In/aging and haulng Imcnlcs on the beach
we need to make sure we take our

rubbish and be/ongmgs with us.

Beach and River Clean U’ns
We can take parT n orgamsed

M,DS

where everyone works Togefher

beach Gl’ld river c/ean

to clean up local beaches and u/aTerwags.

On/y Let Water Down Outside Drains
As rainwater runs into the guh‘ers on
the streets it collects rubbish and other
Ino//umm‘s from the streets which are then
released into rivers and streams from
stormwater drains. We can preuem‘ this
bg /eeepmg our streets and pub/ic areas
clean and Tldg. We need to remember

on/g rain down the drain!

Reduce, Recyc/e and Reuse
We can look carefug at the

ana’ reduce

Th/ngs we bug

¥

gOIHg fo end MP as I”MbblSh (SMC;? as

the use of /oac/eagmg that is

uegemb/es u/mplved in p/asﬁc). We can
use items that can be reused a number
as drink bottles and
sholnlp/ng bags. [t is imporfanf fo a/wags

of times, such
recgc/e g/ass, Io/ash’c and paper when we
are finished uslng them. This will he/,n
decrease the amount of rubbish found in

our environment and WaTeru/ags.

Follow Fishing Limits and CGuidelines
There are guide/lnes within- New Zealand
for recreational ﬁshlng. There are limits
on  how many fish can be caught and
what size They are. here are also limits
and gulde/ines n p/ace for commercial
fis/w’ng vessels. /\/\ang fish and seafood
shops are encouraging peop/e fo Trg less
popu/ar fish, to remove the stress on
the popu/aﬁon of common/g eaten  fish

from the sea.
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